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Photomontages and Video
in Planning and Design

Good Communication is

by Hartmut H Gerdes. AICP

Half the Job.

Hartmut H. Gerdes, AICP

PHOTOMONTAGE

South Bay Event

URBAN DESIGN GUIDE-
LINES PRESENTED

Join us on Thursday, January 30,
when planners from three South
Bay communities will present guide-
lines their cities have developed to
address urban design issues.

Leslie Gould and Michael Fried-
man will discuss Mountain View's
Downtown Design Guidelines; Bob
Cowan and Steve Piasecki of Cu-
pertino will present the city’s Com-
munity Design Plan; and San Jose's
Guidelines for the Alameda will be
analyzed by Jim Williams.

The group will meet at 6:30 in the
entrance lobby of the Prometheus

RESERVE

places for me at

" the Urban Design event

January 30 in Cupertino

Enclosed is a check for $
($6 per APA member; $7/non-
member), payable to Northern Sec-
tion, Cal Chapter, APA.

’

Name

Address

City

Phone

Marlene Stevenson
365 Forest Ave. 3C
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Mail to:

Planners and designers have put
personal computers and CAD-sys-
tems to good use in-recent years.
They are now adding the languages
of video and photomontages to their
arsenal of capabilities to study and
discuss concept alternatives, to pre-
sent projects and plans, and to dem-
onstrate impacts.

What is to be gained by video and
photomontages? They are:

1) tools that can transform abstract
subjects into tangible dimensions;

2) visually descriptive means, and
thus understood and well-remem-
bered by lay citizens;

3) highly cost-effective and afford-
able;

4) stimulating media that can in-
spire citizen participation;

5) tools that can improve decision-
making.

Video allows planners and design-
ers to efficiently record, study, dis-
cuss or advocate. In working with a
video producer versed in the pro-
fessional subjects footage can be
swiftly edited — and re-used — to
suit the particular planning stage,
and can respond to such divers
needs as public education and infor-
mation, grant or loan applications,
advocacy or marketing.

(For less than $750 any planning
office and agency can now acquire
a VCR and monitor.)

Photomontages, the three-dimen-
sional representation of building
projects, have become common-
place in — and increasingly beyond
— San Francisco. They typically
serve public/private double or triple
purposes (EIR, PR, marketing, etc.).
They can unequivocally prove or dis-
prove an argument, remove the
aura of suspicion and speed up a
planning or political decision. (They
are more descriptive and less costly
than renderings.)

Camera positions chosen for pho-

continued on page 2



Photomontages

continued

tomontages should represent the
most prominent public vantage
points, and the choice of lenses
should stimulate the perception of
the human eye. Further, the sub-
ject's texture and lighting should
highlight the designer’s objectives.

Architectural photomontages re-
quire the orchestrated skills of an
urban designer's and photo-
grapher’s eyes, an architect’s sense
of perspective, and — last, but by
no means least — the cooperation
of a master photographic printer.
Not surprisingly, every interest usu-
ally benefits in the process: a grate-
ful citizenry, the city planning staff,
environmental consultants, archi-
tects, and the developer, proudly
showing off — and marketing — a
worthy project.

Video and photomontages are new
tools in the planner’s and designer’s
coffers, but they speak an effective
and proven language with which
citizens and professionals are al-
ready well familiar.

Hartmut Gerdes, AICP. has graduated
in and practiced urban design, and is
the founder and principal of SQUARE
ONE FILM+VIDEO n San Francisco,
producing both planning and design
video and photomontages.

Editor’'s Note: Hartmut Gerdes and Ste-
phen Sheppard, Ph.D., will jointly con-
duct semunars at the respective April
24-27 AEP and fall ASLA National Con-
ferences in San Francisco. Title : EN-
VIRONMENTAL SIMULATION / From
Lo-Tech to Hi-Tech. (7o be announced).

Northern
NewsMAKERS

James V. Dougans, a former trans-
portation planner at DKS Associates
in Oakland, has joined RIDES for
Bay Area Commuters, the non-profit
regional commute information and
ridesharing organization.

Date Program

Jan 30 Urban Design-South Bay
Marlene Stevenson

Jan31—-4  Special Assessments
Seminar

Feb1 Aesthetic Planning for
Engineering Projects

Feb6-8 California Chapter,
Soil Conservation
Society of America
Annual Conference

Feb8 Visual Stimulation
Steve Sheppard

Feb18-19 dBaselll Fundamentals

Mar7 Subdivision Map Act

Dan Curtin

Sponsor/Location

Northern Section, APA
Cupertino

UC Davis Extension

Sacramento (see Cal Planner)

UC Berkeley Extension
San Francisco

CCSCSA
Clarion Inn, Napa Valley

UC Berkeley Extension
San Francisco

ABAG
MetroCenter, Oakland

UC Berkeley Extension
San Francisco

Info Phone #

408/277-4576

800/752-0881

415/642-1061

415/877-7608

415/642-1061

415/464-7919

415/642-1061

conunued

Development Company Building,
20300 Stevens Creek Boulevard in
Cupertino. For directions, see below.

Light refreshments will be served.
The cost is $6/person, payable to
Northern Section, Cal Chapter APA.
Reservations should be made by
completing and mailing the coupon
on page one by January 28. For
more information, call Marlene
Stevenson at 408/277-4576.

How to get there: Take 1-280 to De
Anza and turn left on Stevens
Creek. The parking lot is immedi-
ately after the Cali Mill at the south-
east corner of De Anza and Stev-
ens Creek. 20300 Stevens Creek
Boulevard, Cupertino.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to Northern
News are available to non-APA
members and include Jobs in
Planning listings. The rate is

. $10/year.

NORTHERN NEWS
Subscription to Morthern News is in-
cluded in membership dues. Non-mem-
ber subscription rate is $10 per year
which includes Jobs in Planning list-
ings. Northern News is published eight
times yearly, according to the following
schedule:

Issue Closing Date  Mailing Date
JAN/FEB Dec. 30 January 10
MAR/APR  March 1 March 14
MAY April 26 May 6
JUNE May 31 June 10
JUL/AUG  July b July 15
SEPT August 30 Sept. 9
ocT Sept. 27 October 7
NOV/DEC  Nov. 1 Nov. 12
News Editor.......... Daniel lacofano
Associate Editor......... Louis Hexter

Editorial Office:

Moore, lacofano, Goltsman
1824 A Fourth Street
Berkeley, CA 94710
415/845-7549




JOBS IN PLANNING

To place a listing in Jobs in Plan-
ning, please contact the editorial
office: 415/845-7549.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DE-
VELOPMENT —City of Morgan Hill,
CA—($40,000—$50,000+  annually.)
Responsible for planning, implement-
ing and supervising the activities of the
Department’s three divisions: hous-
ing, planning, and building. Experi-
ence in growth management desira-
ble. Bachelor’'s degree in architecture,
public administration, urban planning,
or aclosely related field required. Mas-
ters degree in urban planning pre-
ferred. Five years of progressively re-
sponsible professional city and/or re-
gional planning experience required.
APPLY BY: February 1, 1986. APPLY
AT: City of Morgan Hill, 17555 Peak
Avenue, Morgan Hill, CA 95037; 408/
779-7271.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY PLAN-
NING AND DEVELOPMENT —City of
Boise, |D—($34,920-$38,412 annu-
ally, depending on qualifications.) This
position is appointed by the Mayor and
City Council to perform professional
management of the City’s land use
planning, zoning, CDBG, and capital
improvement programs. We are look-
ing for versatile leadership for com-
munity that is growing, redeveloping
its downtown, and adopting new plans
for the Boise River, historic boulevards
and other areas. The position requires
considerable experience in various
areas of land use planning and zoning
as well as sound managerial experi-
ence. APPLY BY: January 31, 1986.
Write or call: Boise City, Personnel
Department, P.O. Box 500, Boise, ID
83701; 208/384-4093 for application
materials and more information. EEO/
AA M/FHN.

DRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT—City of Ridgecrest, CA - Population
23,000—{Salary: Open, depending on qualifica-
tions.) Rapidly growing City in Northeast Kem
County. Responsible for directing the
comprehensive planning and zoning
activities of the City. Represents the
City in negotiations related to land use
and development, coordinates project
review, public works department. Re-
quires equivalent to a Bachelor of Arts
degree in planning or related field and
five years increasingly responsible
professional planning experience in-
cluding two years supervisory experi-
ence in a public agency. APPLY BY:
5:00 p.m., January 31, 1986. APPLY AT:
City of Ridgecrest, Personnel Depart-
ment, 139 Balsam Street, Ridgecrest,
CA 93555; 619/375-1321.

ASSISTANT PLANNER I/l — County of
Lake, Lakeport, CA—(Proposed Sal-
ary: Plannerl-$1,717-$2,086/mo.; Plan-
ner 11-$1,874—%$2,277/mo. equivalent,
plus excellent benefit packlage.) Per-
manent full-time position in fast-grow-
ing lake-oriented County located 90
plus or minus miles Northeast of San
Francisco Bay Area. Applicants with
environmental, resource or current
planning experience are encouraged
to apply. B.A. in planning or related
field required. One year professional
planning experience required for As-
sistant Planner ll. M.A. or micro-com-
puter skills desirable. APPLY BY:
January 24, 1986. APPLY AT: Personnel
Department, County of Lake, 255 N.
Forbes Street, Lakeport, CA95453; 707/
263-2212.

PLANNING TECHNICIAN—City of
Lompoc, CA—($1,809—%$2,207/mo.)
Requires completion of substantial col-
fege level course work in planning or

‘related field and previous analytical

planning experience. Performs entry
level technical planning work on proj-
ects of average difficuity. APPLY BY:
5:00 p.m., Friday, February 7, 1986.
Submit required City application and
supplemental questionnaire. APPLY
AT: Personnel, 100 Civic Center Plaza,
Lompoc, 93438; 805/736-1261. AAVEOE.

ASSISTANT PLANNER Il—City of On-
tario, CA—(%$2,2569-%$2,757/mo., plus
City-paid retirement and excellent
fringe benefits package.} Degree re-
quired plus two years recent experi-
ence in development plan review.
Duties include reviewing development
proposals, participation in planning
studies, preparation of written reports,
preparation of material for presenta-
tions, and coordinating development
plan review. APPLY BY: 5:00 p.m.
January 31, 1986. Submit City applica-
tion to: City of Ontario, Personnel De-
partment, 303 East “B” Street, Ontario,
CA 91764; 714/391-2580. AAVEOE.

ASSOCIATE PLANNER — City of Tem-
ple City, CA—($2,414-$2,686/mo.)
Three years of professional experience
in local government along with a
Bachelor's degree in planning or a re-
lated field. Conducts studies relating
to residential, commercial, and indus-
trial land uses; gathers and analyzes
data for the comprehensive general
plan for the City. provides information
to the public on planning and zoning
matters; review site development
plans for compliance with the zoning
code. APPLY BY: Open. APPLY AT: City
of Temple City, 9701 Las Tunas Drive,
P.O. Box 668, Temple City, CA 91780;
818/285-2171.

AWARDS! AWARDS!

It's not too early to begin consider-
ing a submittal to the Northern
Section Awards Committee for
1986. Applications for the honors
in planning practice, planning
media, planning education and
other categories are forthcoming
in a couple of months. Winners are
announced at the Section Dinner
in June.

Also, if you are interested in serv-
ing as a jury member for the
Awards Committee, contact Marta

Self, 415/254-8850.

SENIOR PLANNER — City of Turlock,
CA-Population 32,400— $2,088—
$2,638/mo. City paid PERS plus man-
agement benefits package.) Assists in
the administration of the City’s Plan-
ning and Community Development
Program. Requires a minimum of three
years professional planning experi-
ence, preferably with a City or County.
Equivalent to a Master's degree in
planning or related field. APPLY BY:
Open. For a brochure and required ap-
plication form contact: Personnel
Office, P.O. Drawer "T”, Turlock, CA
95381. 209/668-5615.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PLAN-
NING — City of San Dimas, CA-Popula-
tion 27,400 —($2,557-$3,094/mo.,
plus PERS, excellent benefits.) Super-
vise Planning Department staff and
participate in technical and profes-
sional planning studies, zoning, and
subdivision work; reports to Director
of Community Development. College
degree in planning or related subject
plus three years experience. APPLY
BY: 5:00 p.m., January 31, 1986. APPLY
AT: City of San Dimas, 245 E. Bonita
Avenue, San Dimas, CA 91773; 714/
592-4342.

PLANNER Ili—Sonoma County—
{$1,936—%2,351/mo.) Apply by January
27, 1986. To obtain the necessary
Sonoma county application call 707/
527-2331, or write: Sonoma County
Personnel Dept., 2550 Ventura Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 94501. ANEOE.

PLANNING OFFICER—City of
Millbrae, CA-Population 21,000—
($37,632—%$45,744 plus excellent bene-
fits, including 7% City-paid PERS.) De-
partment Head position reporting to
City Administrator. Responsibilities in-
clude current and advance planning
and Secretary to Planning Commis-
sion. Exciting opportunity as City’s first
full-time planner. Position open until
filled. Apply to: City Administrator, 621
Magnolia Ave., Millbrae, CA 94030;
415/692-6890. ECE.







Commentary

Who said planning
is boring?

Claudia Rippee

Recently | heard that the Santa
Rosa daily newspaper ran an editor-
ial about land planning issues in
Sonoma County. The editoria! sug-
gested that although planning is
boring, we should all be involved in
planning because of its importance
to the community.

| agree that paying attention to
planning issues is important to the
community.

But boring?

Not necessarily. A visit to any
county Planning Commission public
hearing would be enough to dispel
the myth.

At a recent hearing in which sev-
eral persons opposed their neigh-
bor’'s request to legalize a second
dwelling unit, the woman who was
seated behind me turned to her
companion and whispered, “This is
better than ‘People’s Court!"”

It's the public hearings which in-
volve project applicants — and
many times their opponents — that
bring the real human interest to
planning. Sometimes emotions are
exposed, and heated exchanges
often result.

A typical week might bring a group
of high school students to county
offices to protest policies that allow
liquor to be sold at stores that also
sell gasoline.

Or a new winery operator may strug-
gle to overcome neighbors' fears
about potential truck and visitor
traffic.

Bed and breakfast inn owners may
contend with their farming neigh-
bors, who fear the possibility of get-
ting pushed out of their livelihoods
by neighborhood ‘“‘commercializa-
tion.”

In addition to being a conflict-re-
solver, the Planning Department is,
from what |'ve observed, one county

As one of the major services of
Northern Section, Northern News
is an important communication
link in our organization which
spans seven counties and several
thousand square miles.

Our tenure as Editors of North-
ern News has been an enjoyable
one. We are grateful to the North-
ern Section membership for the
positive feedback we have re-
ceived for our efforts in expand-

CALLING ALL EDITORS!
NORTHERN NEWS NEEDS YOU!
,—-‘

ing and improving the newsletter
over the last three years.

Now, it is time for us to “pass the
baton’’ to a new team of editors.
If any Northern Section members
are interested in knowing more
about the Editorship, please feel
free to contact the Northern
News Editorial Office: 415/845-
7549.

—Fds

office which by nature of its func-
tion, manages to bring together the
expertise of many persons from
seemingly unrelated disciplines. The
teamwork of those persons produ-
ces results which heip to unravel
the complexity of the issues that
land use planners must resolve.

Other committees, such as the
Board of Zoning Adjustments and
Planning Commission, are made up
of appointees from the community
who represent the various occupa-
tions and viewpoints of persons not
employed by the county.

To me, the issues discussed at com-
mittee meetings and public hearings
reveal, at an elemental level, what
problems all citizens of this county
are facing: rapid urbanization and
the threat of losing the uniqueness
that makes each different city and
town in our county special.

The dilemma of finding workable
solutions to those problems is often
confusing, frustrating, and some-
times overwhelming.

But not boring.

Claudia Rippee is a stalf wiiter for the
Sonoma Index-Tribune and occasion-
ally attends public hearings just for the
fun of it

5 et
Napa Valley Will Host
Soil Conservation
Society’s Annual Con-
ference

“Soil and Water Conservation:
Partnership for Planning”is the
theme for the 28th Annual Confer-
ence of the California Chapter, Soil
Conservation Society of America
(SCSA) to be held February 68 at
the Clarion Inn, Napa Valley.
Robert Gray of the American Farm-
lands Trusts in Washington, D.C.,
will deliver the keynote address.

Activities during the three-day con-
ference inciude technical presenta-
tions, panel discussions, exhibits,
an awards banquet, and field trip
reviewing the use of soil and water
conservation practices on hillside
vineyards. Session speakers and
moderators include government,
academic, and private industry ex-
perts on the technical, political,
legal, social, and economic aspects
of soil and water conservation.

For more information, contact:
John Lloyd-Reilly, 117 Day St.
#205, San Francisco, CA 94131;
415/826-5395 (home) or 415/877-
7608 (work).




McGILL e HALLER e

Civil Engineering
Land Planning Surveying

SELF

One Northwood Drive. Suite 5. Orinda, Californio 94563

(415) 254-8850

VONDER HAAR HYDROGEOLOGY

ASSOCIATES
Consulting in: Geology
Hydrology

Biochemistry
Water Quality

EIR/EIS Subcontracting

540 Kenyon Berkeley, CA 94708
415/527-7652

Parsons
associates

Urban Design

Site and Land Planning

Landscape Architecture

Community Planning / Design
1184 Keeler Avenue

Berkeley, California 94708
Tel: 415/540-0373

Wagstaff and Brady

Urban and Ervironmental Planning  Landscape Architecture
1801-A Fourth Street, Berkeley, California 94710(415) 540-6865

ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS

M Land Use Planning

% Development Processing & Representation
™ Environmenta! Impact Reports

# Economic & Feasibility Analysis

W Community Planning
284 Foam Street. Monterey. CA 93940, (408) 643-1799

Meeting
Management

Facilitation
Graphics

IACOFANO - GOLTSMAN

MOORE

1824 A Fourth Street Berkeley CA 94710  (415)845-7549

Lamphier
&As%nc:lat&s

URBAN PLANNING
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

Joan Lamphier, Principal
853 York Street, Oakland CA 94610

THOMAS REID
ASSOCIATES

.

Environmental Impact Analysis
Ecological Studies e Resource Management

444 Ramona Street - Palo Allo, CA 94302  415-327-0429

SEDWAY COOKE ASSOCIATES

Urban and Environmental Planners and Designers
Main Office: Bradbury Buillding

bv g 350 Pacific Avenue 304 S. Broadway. Suite 330

San Francisco - Los Angeles

California 94111 Catiforria 90013
5}“‘ (415) 433-0966

{213) 620-1613

PN

DKS Associates

- Transportation Engineering
* Public Transit

- Traffic Engineering/Parking
- Light Rail Systems

'+ Civil Engineering

1419 Broadway Ste. 700 Oakiand CA 94612 415-763-2061
San Bernardino San Jose San Francisco

ROBERT J. SCHUBERT. AICP
and Associates

PLANNING CONSULTANTS

Gl

1753A Noe Street  San Frencisco. Calfornia 84131 415-202-7174

Environmental Planning Ecological Analysis

Resource Management

holton |
associates

1824 lourth street, berkeley. ca 94710 {415) 841-5484

ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOMONTAGES
PHOTOGRAPHY
VIDEO PRODUCTIONS

HARTMUT H GERDES. aicr

Principal

SQUARE ONE FILM-+VIDEO

ENVIRONMENTAL AND CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS
725 Filbert Street, San Froncisco, Ca 94433 (445) 398-7044

DENISE DUFFY &I ASSOCIATES

AEEEER ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS
AEENER STE AND LAND PLANNING

AR REGIONAL AND COMMUNITY PLANNING
AR FISCAL IMPACT STUDIES

546-A Harnell Streer  Monterev, CA 93940 (408) 373-4341

J. David Rogers, Ph.D)., DE.
o
Poancrpalom. Charge

ROGERS/PACIFIC

PROFESSIONAL  GEOTECHNICAL AND GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERING
ENGINEERING
CONSULTANTS

SURFACE WATER HYDROLOGY
P.FSEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

3340 Me. Diablo B, Latayetre, Calitornia 94549 (415) 283 3402

NORTHERN NEWS

MOORE |ACOFANO GOLTSMAN
1824 A Fourth Street
Berkeley, CA94710

Please report any address changes directly to:

Donna Gamino, APA, 1313 E. 60th Street,
Chicago, IL 60637.
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