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Local aging-friendly policies and
programs in the San Francisco
Bay Area
By Amanda J. Lehning, Ph.D., School of Social Welfare,
University of California, Berkeley
Background. In recent years a growing number of
international, national, state, and local initiatives have
started working to make existing communities more
aging friendly. This interest in changing the physical
and social environment of communities to improve the
health and well-being of older adults and help them age in place is a reaction
to a confluence of factors, including the aging of the U.S. population, a
projected increase in disability and chronic disease in future cohorts of
older adults, and an inadequate long-term care system.
Aging-friendly communities share three characteristics:
1. Individuals can continue to pursue and enjoy interests and activities;
2. Supports are available so that individuals with functional disabilities
can still meet their basic health and social needs; and
3. Older adults can develop new sources of fulfillment and engagement
(Lehning, Chun, & Scharlach, 2007).

This study explored 1) the extent to which cities, counties, and transit
agencies in the San Francisco Bay Area have adopted aging-friendly
policies, programs, and infrastructure changes in the areas of community
design, housing, transportation, health care and supportive services, and
opportunities for community engagement, and 2) the diffusion factors,
community characteristics, and government characteristics associated
with such adoption.
While recognizing that the needs of older individuals and their
communities produce variations in the strategies employed to create
more aging-friendly communities, recent research studies by AARP’s
Public Policy Institute (2005), Hanson and Emlet (2006), and National
Association of Area Agencies on Aging (N4A) and Partners for Livable
Communities (2005) suggest an emerging consensus on the components
of an aging-friendly community. This study explored twenty-two policies,
programs, and infrastructure changes that fall within five domains,
including:
• Community design: incentives for mixed-use development and
infrastructure changes to create walkable neighborhoods;
(continued on next page)
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• Housing: accessory dwelling units, incentives for developers to
guarantee units for seniors, incentives for developers to make new
housing accessible, and home modification assistance;
• Transportation: driver education programs, driver assessment
programs, slow-moving vehicle ordinances, alternative transportation, mobility management programs, measures to increase transit
accessibility, and discounted transit fares;
• Health and supportive services: information directory, home- and
community-based services, fitness programs, and preventive health
programs; and
• Opportunities for community engagement: education programs,
senior centers, intergenerational programs, and efforts to improve
volunteer and work opportunities.

These aging-friendly innovations may change the physical and
social environment of existing communities by potentially promoting:
• Community design that could allow older adults to remain mobile
and connected to their community;
• Creating a wide variety of housing supports and choices;
• Developing a range of transportation services and mobility options;
• Improving access to home- and community-based health and social
services; and
• Fostering opportunities for community engagement.
While no studies have yet investigated the impact of more agingfriendly communities in a holistic way, evaluations of specific
aging-friendly innovations suggest that these changes can improve
the health and well-being of older adults and help them age in place.
Methodology. In the first phase of this study, data obtained from Bay
Area local government respondents via online surveys was combined
with secondary data from the U.S. Census and the California Cities
Annual Report for analyses. In the second phase, the researcher
conducted open-ended interviews with a subsample of survey participants. The open-ended interviews served two purposes: 1) to expand
upon the quantitative findings, uncovering aspects of the process of
aging-friendly policy adoption and implementation that were not
captured in the quantitative phase, and 2) to refine the survey
instruments for future research.
A total of 62 out of 101 city planners/community development
directors/housing specialists (61.4 percent) returned completed surveys.
All nine directors of county adult and aging services departments
completed the survey. For transportation respondents, five of nine county
transportation authority employees (55.5 percent) and eight of 18 public
transit agency employees (44 percent) filled out their respective surveys.
Survey data collection took place between March and August 2009.
Eighteen local government key informants completed a telephone
interview, including 10 city planners/community development
directors/housing specialists, four aging services directors/managers,
one transportation authority employee, and three public transit agency
employees. Interview data collection took place between October and
December 2009.
(continued on next page)
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Findings. For the first research question:
• The most common aging-friendly innovations adopted by local
governments include those that target alternative forms of mobility,
including incentives for mixed-use neighborhoods, infrastructure
changes to improve walkability, discounted public transportation
fares, and changes to improve accessibility of public transit.
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• The least common policies and programs are those that aim to help older
adults continue driving and those that provide incentives to develop
accessible new housing for older adults.
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• Bivariate analyses of city-level data provide partial support for
previous findings in the policy adoption literature. Cities which
have a larger total population, a larger percent of the population
with a disability, and have experienced public pressure or individual
advocacy for aging-friendly innovations have adopted more agingfriendly policies, programs, and infrastructure changes.
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• Contrary to hypotheses, cities with higher educational attainment, higher
median household income, and a larger proportion of the population
age 65 and older adopted fewer aging-friendly innovations.
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Qualitative interviews offered potential explanations for the
above results.

The American Planning Association, California Chapter
Northern, offers membership to city and regional planners
and associated professionals primarily living or working in
California, from Monterey County to Del Norte County,
including the nine county San Francisco Bay Area and Lake
and San Benito Counties. APA California Northern promotes
planning-related continuing education and social functions
in order to:
• Provide an arena for communication and exchange
of information about planning related activities;
• Raise member awareness and involvement in APA affairs;
• Increase public awareness of the importance of planning;
• Encourage professionalism in the conduct of its members;
and
• Foster a sense of community among the members.
APA California Northern publishes Northern News online
in PDF 10 times each year as a medium for the exchange
of ideas and information among its members. Circulation
(complete web downloads per issue) is 8,500.

Northern News welcomes comments. Letters to the editor
require the author’s first and last name, home or work
street address and phone number (neither of which will be
published), and professional affiliation or title (which
will be published only with the author’s permission). All
letters are subject to editing. Letters over 250 words are
not considered.
The deadline for submitting materials for inclusion
in Northern News is the 15th day of the month prior
to publication.
Permission to reprint is granted. Please credit
“Northern News,” APA, California Chapter.

1. Disability groups may be more active than older adults in terms of
advocating for the adoption of aging-friendly innovations such as
accessible housing and walkable neighborhoods.
2. Communities whose population enjoys a higher socioeconomic status
may not perceive a strong role for local government in terms of creating
more aging-friendly communities, and aging residents may get their
needs met through nongovernmental sources.
3. There was no significant association between per capita government
spending and the adoption of aging-friendly innovations. Interviews
nevertheless suggest that funding plays an important role, and perhaps
grant funding, slack resources, and recent increases or decreases in local
government financial resources are a better measure of this factor.

The qualitative interviews also indicate that future studies should
explore additional factors, including communication, collaboration, and
state and federal mandates.
The findings of this study suggest a number of research and practice
implications that should be explored further in future research.
• The results and limitations of this research suggest that it should be
replicated to determine whether the findings explain local government adoption of aging-friendly innovations in general or are instead
specific to the population and methods used in this study. This
replication should not only expand the sample size and explore the
generalizability of findings to other geographic regions, but should
use a modified internal determinants and diffusion model that takes
into account findings of the present study.
• While acknowledging the limitations of the current study, the results
nevertheless offer a number of strategies that residents, advocates,
service providers, and policymakers could employ in their efforts
(continued on next page)
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Local aging-friendly policies and programs in the
San Francisco Bay Area (continued from previous page)
to create more aging-friendly communities. These strategies include
mobilizing public support of and pressure for aging-friendly innovations, targeting advocacy efforts at individuals working within
government who could become policy entrepreneurs, and working
towards vertical diffusion of innovations via state and federal
mandates and funding.
It is also worth noting that the survey and interview results hint at
additional lines of inquiry that should be pursued as part of a larger agingfriendly communities’ research agenda: What exactly is an aging-friendly
innovation or an aging-friendly community? How can communities change
their physical and social environment in such a way that the needs and
wants of older residents do not impede those of other residents? And what
impacts do these policies, programs, and infrastructure changes have on the
health and well-being of older adults and their ability to age in place?
This is a summary of a dissertation that received support from the Hartford Doctoral
Fellows Program, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant, and the Society for Social Work Research.
To request a copy of the full final report, please contact Amanda Lehning at
ajlehning@berkeley.edu
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
By Darcy Kremin, AICP

T

hanks to everyone who made our
Northern Section awards banquet such a
success. Attendance was much higher than expected (about 130
people), and it was great to see all the awards winners and their
friends and family. Many thanks to Andrea Ouse, AICP, and
Eileen Whitty, AICP, for putting together an amazing awards
program. You have outdone yourselves once again, and we are very
lucky to have you as our Awards Co-Directors.
In May, the Northern Section Board adopted revised Bylaws.
The Bylaws were last updated in 2006 and the past 4 years have
brought many changes which are now reflected in our new Bylaws.
We adopted the official Section name (APA California – Northern)
to reflect the APA’s rebranding initiative, and we added two
positions to the board (CPF Liaison and Young Planner’s Group
Coordinator). We also eliminated the Communications Director
position since most of those duties had been absorbed by other
board positions. As always, there are many opportunities to help
with Northern Section events or to join the board. Just let me
know if you are ready for the challenge. You can check out the
revised Bylaws (click here).
The board welcomes Natalie De Leon and Lindsay Virdeh as
our first official Young Planner’s Group Coordinators. They have
already contributed to the Section through several events and they
are in the midst of planning a great event for the fall. The event is
titled “YPG Presents: Public Engagement in the 21st Century,” and
is going to be designed to teach seasoned planners everything they
need to know about using social media to help their organization,
agency, or business thrive. Please contact them at
norapaypg@gmail.com if you would like to get involved.
One election has passed, and another one is coming. If you are
planning to attend the APA California conference in Carlsbad this
November, please remember to request your absentee ballot. The
conference will occur over Election Day (November 2), so you will
need to mail in your ballot prior to leaving for the conference.
Even though the weather is hot, there are plenty of events that
can earn you a few cool CM credits. Check out the calendar in
Northern News or the postings on our LinkedIn, Twitter and
Facebook accounts. Enjoy your summer! ■
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Profiles of the 2010 award winners,
APA California – Northern
by Mika Miyasato, AICP, and Caroline Teng
On May 14th, APA California Northern presented its 2010 honor and merit awards.
The complete list of award winners appeared on pages 5–7 of the June issue of
Northern News and is also accessible on the Northern Section webpage (click here).
Recognition was awarded in 15 categories. Beginning with this issue, Northern
News profiles six or more of the award winners each month.
The Awards Jury was moderated by Alex Hinds, Sonoma State University, and
comprised the following Jurors: Sally Barros, AICP, City of San Leandro; Jim
Chappell, SPUR (retired); Rob Eastwood, AICP, Santa Clara County; Charlie Knox,
AICP, Benicia; Stephanie Reyes, Greenbelt Alliance; and Dayana Salazar, San José
State University.

Honored guests
An honored guest at the Awards dinner was
Roshan Malhotra, who guided Northern Section’s
2009 India Planning Tour during its stop in Chandigarh.
As a young draftsman 60 years ago, Malhotra worked
on the Chandigarh project under Le Corbusier and was
Roshan Malhotra
later the city’s chief architect.
An honored guest at the Awards dinner was Jeanette Dinwiddie-Moore,
who was elected this year to the College of Fellows of AICP, a well-deserved
recognition for more than 30 years of service to planning and for helping to
increase diversity in our profession.

Jeanette Dinwiddie-Moore, FAICP, and Darcy Kremin, AICP
(Northern Section Director)

(continued on next page)
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Distinguished Leadership Awards
Distinguished Leadership Award – Leadership and Service
George Mader, FAICP, won the Distinguished
Leadership Award for Leadership and Service.
He has served as Town Planner for the Town of
Portola Valley for over 45 years through his firm
Spangle and Associates. He also taught environmental earth sciences at Stanford University
from 1970 to 2000. With a B.A in geography
from the UCLA, an M.A. in city and regional
planning from U.C. Berkeley, and advanced
study at the Technical University of Delft in
the Netherlands, he combined his passion for
geology and planning. George has participated
in many state, national, and international
committees and workshops as a spokesman
for land use planning to reduce risk from natural
hazards. He served on the California Seismic
George G. Mader, FAICP
Safety Commission from 1975 to 1984,
including a term as Chairman. From 1984 to 1991, he served as consultant to
the United Nations Disaster Relief Organization for seismic hazards reduction in
the Mediterranean Region.
George has provided consistency and special care for the Town of Portola Valley,
a small community situated astride the San Andreas Fault with extensive areas of
earth landslides. He has been instrumental in developing and applying zoning and
ordinances that fit the unique and special framework of the Town. In collaboration
with the Town Geologist, he developed general plan policies and zoning regulations
that implement detailed maps of geology and land areas subject to potential ground
movement. He assisted the Town in the preparation of what may have been the first
slope-density regulations in the nation, which he also applied to other jurisdictions in
Northern and Southern California. Slope density regulations limit density of development based on the steepness of slope, especially where the community desires to
preserve natural terrain. He also advised the Town to apply the principal of cluster
development, where unstable lands are left as open space and development is clustered on stable lands. One such development, Portola Valley Ranch, has received
national and international acclaim.

Distinguished Leadership Award – Student Planner
Justin Meek won the Distinguished Leadership Award for a Student Planner. In
addition, he is one of 30 students selected by National APA to receive the AICP
Outstanding Student Award. In 2009, Justin also won the San José State University
(SJSU) 2009–10 Graduate Fellowship and California Planning Foundation Northern
Section Awards.
Justin provided exceptional leadership at SJSU by actively participating in their
student planning organization, the Urban Planning Coalition (UPC). He relished
the opportunity to both enrich students’ academic experiences and broaden their
professional networks. Justin led the first team from SJSU to participate in the Urban
Land Institute (ULI) Gerald D. Hines Student Urban Design Competition and placed
within the top 25 of 100 teams. As part of a class on urban and regional planning,
he led another team in the ULI Urban Plan Competition, and the team placed first.
These two design competitions highlight for Justin the value of addressing planning
and development issues with a multidisciplinary approach.
(continued on next page)
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Distinguished Leadership Awards (continued from previous page)

Justin Meek (San José State University), Darcy Kremin, AICP (Northern Section
Director), Charlie Knox, AICP (juror)

Justin served as the APA Student Representative for SJSU from 2009 to 2010.
He contributed articles four times to Northern News. For the 2010 Spring Semester,
Justin organized four speaking engagements for the UPC Speaker Series and
contributed significantly to two others. One of the series included a presentation
by Donald Shoup on the high cost of free parking and attracted over 300 people.
While enrolled full-time at SJSU with an excellent academic record, Justin took
on three internships. For the Town of Los Gatos, he updated the Town’s Water
Efficient Landscape Ordinance and drafted a new riparian policy. In addition, Justin
worked for Greenbelt Alliance and Mineta Transportation Institute, where he helped
educate the public on the benefits of transit-oriented development and investigated
the relationship of crime and transit behavior, respectively.
Justin graduated in June 2010. At the commencement ceremony he gave a
speech on how planners can become local leaders in their communities.

Distinguished Leadership Award – Planning Organization
Grand Boulevard Initiative (GBI) won the Distinguished Leadership Award
for a Planning Organization. This historic inter-jurisdictional collaboration brings
about regional planning through a shared vision that links transportation and land
use among nine cities, two counties and multiple local and regional agencies. The
San Mateo County Transit District (District) staffs the Initiative with support from cosponsors Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), City/County Association
of Governments of San Mateo County (C/CAG), Joint Venture: Silicon Valley Network,
and San Mateo Economic Development Association (SAMCEDA). The initiative brings
together for the first time all entities with purview over a 43-mile segment of
El Camino Real (State Route 82) from San José to San Francisco.
Since its inception in 2006, the GBI has gained political support and funding
from a number of member agencies. In 2007 Caltrans awarded a Statewide
Planning grant for the District, VTA, and C/CAG to develop a Multimodal
Transportation Corridor Plan for El Camino Real. Phase I of an Economic
and Housing Opportunities study began in November 2009, with funding from
C/CAG, Silicon Valley Community Foundation and Metropolitan Transportation

(continued on next page)
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Distinguished Leadership Awards (continued from previous page)

Darcy Kremin, AICP (Northern Section Director), Corinne Goodrich
(San Mateo County Transit District), Ronny Kraft and Iris Yuan (HNTB),
Tom Madalena (San Mateo City/County Association of Governments)

Commission (MTC). In addition, the District received a federal earmark for the GBI
and awarded $2 million in grant funding to cities for five improvement projects that
conform to the GBI vision. The Progress Report, published in early 2009, showed
an increase of ongoing projects and plans on the corridor from 20 in 2007 to over
100 in 2009. In 2009, the GBI hosted the highly successful public forum, called
“New Realities, New Choices: A public forum on transforming the El Camino Real
Corridor”. The forum educated approximately 275 attendees (ranging from the
general public and community members to planners, elected officials, and agency
staff) on the planning efforts underway in the El Camino Real corridor, planning
successes throughout the world, and lessons learned from those successes.
Details of the activities and documents developed or collected by GBI are available
at http://www.grandboulevard.net/.

Grand Boulevard. Basic option for building frontage in high-activity nodes
along El Camino Real.

(continued on next page)
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Planning Achievement Awards
Planning Achievement Award – Advocacy/Social
change/Diversity planning
The winner of this year’s Planning Achievement Award for Advocacy/Diversity
Planning was Alvaro Huerta from UC Berkeley. The son of Mexican immigrant
parents, Alvaro grew up in turbulent East Los Angeles housing projects yet managed
to overcome these limiting forces to become an influential community and university
activist. For the past 25 years, Alvaro has fought for the rights of marginalized,
working-class Latino communities in Los Angeles and recently in the Bay Area as
a PhD candidate in UC Berkeley's Department of City and Regional Planning. Two
of his most successful campaigns included: 1) co-founding the first organization of
immigrant gardeners in the U.S. which helped defeat the City of Los Angeles’ leafblower legislation that would have unjustly targeted Latino gardeners; and 2) leading
an environmental justice campaign to prevent the building of a 550-megawatt power
plant in the predominantly low-income Latino community of South Gate, California.
In addition to his community activism, Alvaro has helped expand diversity within
the planning profession by mentoring others who come from a similar background
as his and encouraging them to pursue planning as a career. According to Jeffrey
Juarez, whom Huerta mentored while at UCLA, “[Alvaro] is a true community
organizer and someone who is changing lives though he may not realize it.”
Alvaro has also constantly advocated for the consideration of race, class, and
civic responsibility in his studies. He holds an M.A. in urban planning and a B.A.
in history, both from UCLA.

Alvaro Huerta (UC Berkeley) and Darcy Kremin, AICP
(Northern Section Director)

Planning Achievement Award – Academic
The Alviso Community Assessment and Urban Design Analysis won the
Planning Achievement Award for an Academic Project. The award recipients were
the graduate planning students who conducted the assessment in two urban
planning courses at San José State taught by Richard M. Kos, AICP, during the
Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 semesters. Special recognition was given to Walter
Rask, AIA, AICP, of the San José Redevelopment Agency for his substantial
(continued on next page)
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Planning Achievement Awards (continued from previous page)
contributions to the process and to Principal José Arreola of Downtown College
Prep in Alviso, whose school hosted a community charette organized by the
SJSU students.
Located in San José, the community of Alviso represented an especially difficult
planning area because of its unique historical setting, environmental challenges,
and vocal citizens. Most notably, the students played an extremely important role
as ambassadors of good planning throughout their engagement with community
members, many of whom were normally reluctant to talk with City staff because of
language barriers or environmental justice concerns. The students used GIS-based
analysis, a design charrette, public workshops, informal interviews with residents,
and even engagement of local schoolchildren to build trust among residents and
to better understand the community's concerns and desires for their area.

SJSU Urban Planning students (Fall 2008), Instructor: Rick Kos, AICP

Calling card advertisements support the
Northern News. For more information on
placing a calling card announcement and
to receive format specifications, contact:
Hannah Young, AICP, Advertising Director
(510) 847-9936
hannahyoung.mrp@gmail.com
SJSU Urban Planning students (Spring 2009), Instructor: Rick Kos, AICP

Answer to “Where in the world?” (Page 4)
Central Tripoli looking west along the Corniche
seaside road and pedestrian promenade. Corinthia
Hotel on left. The four “upside-down whiskey bottles”
are office towers.
Photo by Christopher Corbett

The final report—which was enthusiastically received by both City staff and
the community—will undoubtedly serve as a reference during future planning efforts
in the area. Dayana Salazar, Chair and Professor of the Urban and Regional Planning
Department at San José State University notes, “The Alviso Community Assessment

Northern News

(continued on next page)
11 July/August 2010

Onward and upward

Planning Achievement Awards (continued from previous page)

Christopher Corbett is
now senior planner for
AECOM in Tripoli, having
recently moved there after
working for Cansult
Maunsell / AECOM in Dubai
for two years. Before that,
he worked for FEMA on
disaster recovery projects in Louisiana following
hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Chris makes his
permanent home in San Francisco and was formerly
a member of APA California Northern. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in geography and a master’s in
urban planning, both from the University of
Washington (Seattle).
Phelicia Thompson
has joined Environmental
Science Associates (ESA)
in their San Francisco
office as Senior Managing
Associate in regulatory
permitting. She has 14
years of experience in
permitting, environmental impact analysis, and
project management. Prior to joining ESA, Phelicia
worked within the US Army Corps of Engineers’
San Francisco and Los Angeles District Regulatory
Branches for more than eight years. She has a
bachelor of science degree in social sciences and
geography from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and a
master’s in geography and environmental sciences
from UCLA. ■

exemplifies the power of learning while providing a valuable service to the
community.” With a solid compilation of research collected in this professional-grade
document, the community and the city now have a shared resource for working
together in the future.

One of a dozen analysis maps in the “urban design dissection” of the
Alviso report

Planning Achievement Award – Hard-won Victories
The Visitacion Valley/Schlage Lock Design for Development won the Planning
Achievement Award for Hard-Won Victories. The award recipients were Tom Evans
from the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency, Fran Martin from the Visitacion
Valley Planning Alliance, Sarah Dennis Phillips from the San Francisco Planning
Department, and Rick Williams from Van Meter Williams Pollack LLP.

Tom Evans (San Francisco Redevelopment Agency), Fran Martin (Visitacion
Valley Planning Alliance), Darcy Kremin (Northern Section Director),
Jim Chappell (juror)

The Design for Development document represents the culmination of an 11-year
planning process that involved community groups and citizens, local nonprofits, the
Planning Department, the Redevelopment Agency, and the property owner/developer
to determine the future of a 20-acre brownfield and site of the former Schlage Lock

(continued on next page)
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CALERA, Los Gatos, CA
Environmental Services Manager

manufacturing facility and its surrounding vacant properties. After a proposal to
build a Home Depot on the site met with strong community opposition, the neighborhood group, Visitacion Valley Planning Alliance (VVPA), fought for a community
planning process to craft a transit-oriented development that would require the
land owner to clean up site contamination to the highest level of remediation. The
grueling process involved a significant battle to get interim zoning controls through
the Board of Supervisors and VVPA lobbying the City to declare the site and Leland
Avenue a Redevelopment Area. The community articulated goals to protect public
health by ridding the site of industrial contamination, to provide new housing and
open space, and to stimulate economic development particularly along the main
existing commercial street in the neighborhood. The result of the lengthy, difficult
process of consensus-building was a Redevelopment Plan and Design for
Development that garnered broad support in San Francisco and unanimous
adoption by the SF Board of Supervisors. The transit-oriented development plan
includes approximately 1,600 new housing units (25 percent of them affordable),
three parks, several stores including a supermarket, the conversion of the historic
Schlage Lock office building into community space and offices, and planned
LEED-ND certification.
The Design for Development is a model for how other infill developments can
be realized by working closely and transparently with the community to create a
vision, then implementing this vision with a specific, usable regulatory plan. The
form-based design document proscribes critical pieces of the physical design of
the project area but also provides the flexibility for building types, block-by-block
density, and grocery store locations to adjust to market conditions. The site is
currently undergoing clean-up and construction is expected to begin in 2011.

About Calera
Calera Corporation is dedicated to reversing global
warming by capturing and permanently storing greenhouse gases in the built environment. The process
converts carbon dioxide (CO2) from the burning of
fossil fuel into carbon-negative building materials,
enabling the production of clean power, cement,
fresh water and other products to promote sustainable
growth. Calera, based in Los Gatos, California,
operates a pilot and demonstration plant next to a
1000 MW power plant in nearby Moss Landing.
To learn more about Calera, please visit
http://www.calera.com.
Overview
Lead the environmental strategic planning, partnership
and program implementation efforts for Calera
fleet wide.
Responsibilities
• Implement environmental programs and plans to
achieve Calera objectives, metrics and timelines.
• Ensure environmental policies and procedures are
integrated with operations based on environmental
risk factors.
• Measure and evaluate environmental performance
metrics.
• Review environmental regulations and ensure Calera
is proactive in addressing issues that would have
a negative impact on the company.
• Develop a process to manage permitting
requirements for locating projects.
Minimum Requirements
• Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Engineering
or Chemical Engineering
• Minimum 5 years environmental permitting
experience
• Strong analytical skills
• Diligent, self motivated and detail oriented
• Excellent communication skills both internal
and external
• Ability to assess business environmental risk factors

Visitacion Valley planning area ■

How to Apply
Please submit your resume to: jobs@calera.com
(continued on next page)
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SAN JOSÉ STATE UNIVERSITY,
URBAN PLANNING DEPARTMENT,
San José, CA
Urban planning part-time instructor to
teach Urban and Regional Development
Policy Analysis
Review of applications will begin on June 30, 2010.
Overview
The Urban and Regional Planning Department at
San José State University is searching for a part-time
faculty member to teach Urban and Regional
Development Policy Analysis (UrbP 236) in the
Fall 2010 semester. This graduate-level course
introduces students to public policy evaluation with
particular reference to urban and regional planning
and development.
Upon successful completion of this course, the
students will be able to:
1. Develop a policy analysis / program evaluation plan
for a planning-related public policy.
2. Communicate the program evaluation plan to the
general public with the help of clear, accurate and
compelling text and graphics in documents and
oral presentations.
3. Apply program evaluation tools including benefitcost analysis, input-output analysis, and fiscal
impact analysis.
Minimum Requirements
• Academic and/or professional experience in urban
and regional planning.
• A master’s degree (required).
How to Apply
Please submit to Dayana Salazar, Chair, Urban
and Regional Planning Department,
dayana.salazar@sjsu.edu the following:
1. A statement explaining the class you wish to teach
and your qualifications for the position.
2. A resume.
3. The names and contact information for three
references who will be available in early November,
and a signed, original letter from you stating that
the department may contact these references to
ask about your qualifications.
4. A sample of your professional writing (professional
reports, plans, staff reports, articles for professional
journals, etc.).
Please submit your resume to:
dayana.salazar@sjsu.edu or (408) 924-5854.
(continued on next page)

“Is California high-speed rail the future or a slow-motion train
wreck? The California High-Speed Rail Authority, beleaguered
by protesting residents and Mid-peninsula cities, is seeking another
$16.6 billion in federal funds for what has been estimated as a
$43 billion project. On top of that came a visit to Palo Alto by
Caltrain spokesman Mark Simon to let city officials know Caltrain
wants a chunk of an earlier federal commitment of more than
$16 billion. The bigger significance of Simon’s visit is that, for the
first time, it seems that Caltrain is standing up for its own interests
and future plans rather than hoping for a ride-along with the highspeed rail project. Up to now Caltrain has been remarkably quiet
about its own future needs, which include a vision of electrifying
Caltrain’s aging fleet of trains. Simon said the ‘partnership’ with
the California High-Speed Rail Authority still remains intact,
even though he expects the authority to oppose Caltrain’s suggested
amendments to a law that designates the federal funds for high-speed
rail. Will the seemingly minor split between Caltrain and the rail
authority become a true divergence, further complicating what is
currently deemed the nation’s largest transportation project?”
—Jay Thorwaldson, “On Deadline,” Palo Alto Weekly, May 21, 2010.
Mid-peninsula communities on one track. “More than a year ago,
leaders from five Peninsula cities came together to share complaints
and information about California’s proposed high-speed-rail project.
Now, Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton, Belmont and Burlingame—
the members of the Peninsula Cities Consortium—are crafting a
‘core message’ that captures the cities’ position on the controversial
800-mile project. The consortium cities, according to the proposed
message, ‘believe that the rail system should be built right—or not
at all.’ ‘By ‘right’ we mean that the rail line should integrate into
our communities without disrupting their current livability,’ and
should be designed through a ‘collaborative process.’ The cities are
also calling for the High-Speed Rail Authority to provide a valid
business plan and a valid ridership study; fill all the positions on the
Proposition 1A-mandated Peer Review Committee; allow more time
for review of rail-related studies; ‘empower community leaders’ to help
select the final alternative for the rail line; and ‘treat community
members with respect and refrain from labeling them.’ ‘Until these
principles are in place, we believe high-speed rail should be put on
hold,’ the proposed core message states. The Palo Alto City Council
was scheduled to discuss, and possibly endorse, the core message at its
meeting on June 7th.” —“A common message,” Palo Alto Weekly,
June 4, 2010.
(continued on next page)
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
SAN FRANCISCO, San Francisco, CA
Senior Planner

Caltrain will get some federal money. “$4 million in one-time
federal cash may help the struggling rail agency delay some of its
planned service cuts. The Metropolitan Transportation Commission,
which doles out federal money to Bay Area transit agencies, said it
will allow SamTrans to use $4 million of its share of a federal transit
program to subsidize Caltrain. SamTrans has been planning on
reducing its Caltrain subsidy from $16.5 million to $10.6 million
for the budget year starting in July, and to roughly $4.6 million
beginning the following year.”—Mike Rosenberg, “Struggling
Caltrain to get $4 million,” San Mateo County Times, May 28, 2010.
More: “The two agencies responsible for building the Peninsula
section of the high-speed-rail system now find themselves in a
competitive race for federal-stimulus funds. Caltrain and the HighSpeed Rail authority are both seeking to secure major portions of
the $2.25 billion the federal government allotted to California in
January for high-speed rail. The two agencies signed a memorandum
of understanding last year to work together on the Peninsula
segment of the high-speed-rail line.” —Gennady Sheyner,
“Caltrain asserts itself in race for federal funds,”
Palo Alto Online, May 18, 2010.

Salary range: $65,100 to $113,600.
A Senior Planner will assist with the preparation of
University of California San Francisco’s (UCSF) Long
Range Development Plan (LRDP), which is the campus’
physical master plan. The LRDP will guide the
development of UCSF through the year 2030.
A Senior Planner will also assist with the preparation
of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) on the LRDP,
which will be prepared pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This position has
an appointment for up to three years with the
possibility of extension.
Further information and application by searching
for Job Requisition number 33249BR at
http://ucsfhr.ucsf.edu/careers ■

European style trains to run on Caltrain tracks. “Caltrain
officials have convinced federal safety authorities to allow quick
European-style electric trains to zip from San Francisco to San José,
the nation’s first example that paves the way for fast electric
commuter and high-speed trains in the Bay Area and around the
country. Caltrain will become the first railroad in the nation to use
the technology after being granted a waiver. The waiver allows all
passenger trains, whether diesel or electric, to run on the same
tracks. Freight locomotives can continue to operate in the wee
hours while passenger trains are parked. Without the waiver,
Caltrain would be unable to complete its $1.5 billion project to
electrify, which is being teamed with the state’s $43 billion highspeed railroad. The sleek trains can start and stop more quickly,
allowing for service to more stations with the same travel time as
today and thus more revenue, and they are also cheaper to operate.
The bullet train rail car technology is nearly the same as Caltrain’s.
It is the first of two major hurdles that must be cleared before
Caltrain and the state can build the electric railroad. Money remains
a major obstacle, with Caltrain still lacking 40 percent of its funding
and high-speed rail lacking three-fourths.” —Mike Rosenberg,
“Electric train plan granted key waiver,” San Mateo County Times,
May 28, 2010. ■
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What others are saying
If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands! “A large
Gallup poll has found that by almost any measure, people get happier
as they get older. The telephone survey, carried out in 2008, covered
more than 340,000 people nationwide, ages 18 to 85. The results,
published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, were good news for old people, and for those who are
getting old. On the global measure, people start out at age 18 feeling
pretty good about themselves. They feel worse and worse until they
hit 50. At that point, there is a sharp reversal, and people keep
getting happier as they age. By the time they are 85, they are even
more satisfied with themselves than they were at 18. In measuring
immediate well-being—yesterday’s emotional state—the researchers
found that stress declines from age 22 onward, reaching its lowest
point at 85. Worry stays fairly steady until 50, then sharply drops off.
Anger decreases steadily from 18 on, and sadness rises to a peak
at 50, declines to 73, then rises slightly again to 85. Enjoyment and
happiness both decrease gradually until we hit 50, rise steadily for
the next 25 years, and then decline very slightly at the end, but they
never again reach the low point of our early 50s. For people under
50 who may sometimes feel gloomy, look at the bright side: you are
getting old.” —Nicholas Bakalar, “Happiness may come with age,
study says,” Health, The New York Times, June 1, 2010.
Why Prop 16 failed. “Public anger at PG&E—particularly among its
15 million customers—may be at an all-time high. California voters
rejected Proposition 16 by a 5 point margin, despite the fact that
PG&E spent $46 million on a statewide advertising blitz. Proposition
16 called for two-thirds majority support from voters before local
governments could form or expand municipal utilities. PG&E said the
goal was to give taxpayers a voice if their governments spend public
dollars to get into the power business. But critics said the company
was trying to sabotage communities eager to procure greater portions
of their power supply from renewable energy sources like wind and
solar. Perhaps most telling about the election outcome is that within
PG&E’s vast service territory, which stretches from Bakersfield to the
Oregon border, Proposition 16 lost by a far wider margin than it did
statewide: 57.9 percent voted no, while 42.1 percent voted yes. In

Northern News

Fresno County, where there have been widespread complaints about
the accuracy of PG&E’s so-called smart meters, 61.1 percent of
voters rejected Proposition 16. In Yolo County, which lost a fierce
battle with PG&E when it tried to leave PG&E and join the Sacramento
Municipal Utility District, 66.3 percent voted no. Santa Cruz, one of
the most liberal counties in the state, voted no by 70.2 percent.
—Dana Hull, “Public anger at PG&E helped sink Prop 16,”
Mercury News, June 10, 2010.
Americans believe climate change is real. “National surveys
released during the last eight months have been interpreted as
showing that fewer and fewer Americans believe that climate change
is real, human-caused, and threatening to people. But a closer look at
these polls and a new survey by my Political Psychology Research
Group show just the opposite: huge majorities of Americans still
believe the earth has been gradually warming as the result of human
activity and want the government to institute regulations to stop it.
Fully 86 percent of our respondents said they wanted the federal
government to limit the amount of air pollution that businesses emit,
and 76 percent favored government limiting business’s emissions of
greenhouse gases in particular. Our poll also indicated that some of
the principal arguments against remedial efforts have been failing
to take hold. Only 18 percent of respondents said they thought that
policies to reduce global warming would increase unemployment
and only 20 percent said they thought such initiatives would hurt
the nation’s economy.” —Jon Krosnick, “The Climate Majority,”
The New York Times, June 8, 2010.
More: “There are many different questions about climate change,
none of them perfect, but almost all, except Mr. Krosnick’s, show a
significant decline in belief in climate change. Pew Research not only
found fewer in 2009 seeing solid evidence of global warming, but
also fewer calling it a very serious problem and fewer naming
warming a top priority for the president and Congress. Far from
being definitive, Mr. Krosnick’s finding is but one indicator and an
outlier at that.” —Andrew Kohut, Pew Research Center,
“Views on Climate Change: What the Polls Show.” Letter to the
editor of The New York Times, June 9, 2010. ■
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FREMONT: Nummi plant will partly reopen. “In a
stunning deal, Tesla Motors announced [on May 20th] that
it is teaming up with Toyota to build its all-electric Model S
sedan at the recently shuttered New United Motor
Manufacturing Inc. (Nummi) plant in Fremont, creating
more than 1,000 new jobs. The pact, put together in utter
secrecy, immediately injects new life into an auto plant once
left for dead. Under the agreement, Toyota, the world’s largest
automaker, will invest $50 million in Tesla. Tesla will use
the former Nummi plant to begin production of the Model S,
a sedan that can seat five adults and two children and has a
range of 300 miles per charge. Once it reaches full production
at the Nummi plant, Tesla expects to produce 20,000 electric
vehicles each year. But the Model S would occupy only a
small part of the Nummi plant, leaving room for Tesla and
Toyota to manufacture other models of electric cars there.
The news was hailed by Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.,
who wrote a letter to Toyota last summer urging the company
to look at a possible partnership with Tesla. City Council
members from Fremont, where Nummi is located, were
thrilled and raced across the bay to Palo Alto to attend
the news conference.” —Dana Hull and Steve Johnson,
“Tesla, Toyota to build electric cars at Nummi plant,”
San José Mercury News, May 20, 2010.
More: “Tesla has hired back about 90 former Nummi
workers and expects to add about 50 a month. Nummi had
4,700 workers and was the only factory where employees
building Toyota vehicles were represented by the United
Auto Workers union.” —Alan Ohnsman, “Toyota buys
Tesla stake for electric car tie-up,” Bloomberg Business Week,
May 21, 2010.
EUREKA: Vacant for decades, a former rail yard may
host a Home Depot. A 43-acre property at the foot of
Eureka’s downtown may be turned into a mixed-use development. The developer of the future “Marina Center” proposes
to include a Home Depot, retail, office, and residential uses,
and to preserve 11 acres of wetlands. The city council voted
3-2 on May 18th to place general plan and zoning ordinance
amendments on the November ballot to allow development
of the property. The developer handed a $30,000 check to
the city to cover staff and legal costs of creating the ballot
measure. The site—a former rail yard—faces substantial
cleanup, and the California Coastal Commission has asked
for information on the cleanup plan. An EIR for the project
has been completed. In 1998, Eureka voters turned down a
Walmart on the site by 61 to 49 percent. A group calling
itself “Citizens for Real Economic Growth” asserts there will
be nothing to prevent a Wal-Mart from moving in once the
site is rezoned. —Allison White, “Balloon Track moves
toward November ballot,” The Times-Standard, May 19, 2010.
Northern News

BRISBANE: A plan to develop a 660-acre Baylands
site. Landowner Universal Paragon Corporation hopes to add
up to 4,500 homes on “one of the few remaining vacant
parcels on the Bayside, [transforming it] into a major mixeduse community and employment hub. Over a 30-year period,
[the development] would also add more than 3 million square
feet of retail and office space and devote a substantial amount
of land to research and development facilities that could
attract biotech firms or a local university. The design includes
a Baylands Center for Alternative Energy, which would be
devoted to research in the renewable-energy field, and the
largest urban solar farm in North America—25 acres of solar
arrays that will generate 10 megawatts of power. The site is
currently zoned for commercial uses only, [so the proposed
development] would require an amendment to the town’s
general plan. Brisbane officials have said they would not
rezone the property unless residents vote in favor of it. Former
Mayor Clara Johnson said the Universal Paragon’s plan would
radically alter the soul of Brisbane, a close-knit community of
3,600 people—not to mention affect their scenic view of the
Baylands. The northernmost portion of the site, where
apartments, retail and other commercial buildings are
proposed, has been polluted with toxic bunker oil, heavy
metals, and volatile organic compounds from a former rail
yard.” —Julia Scott, “Plan for Brisbane Baylands unveiled,”
San Mateo County Times, May 25, 2010.
SAN FRANCISCO: Parkmerced in default. “The
owners of the sprawling Parkmerced apartment complex in
San Francisco announced in May that they would default on
their $550 million mortgage, which comes due in October.
The owners invested substantial sums in upgrading the aging
buildings and renovating some apartments. But ultimately
they failed to increase revenue enough to cover the debt
payments on the properties. A statement placed the problems
at the 3,221-unit Parkmerced in the context of the current
economic downturn. Rents in San Francisco have fallen by 8
percent or more, while vacancies are up at Parkmerced.
MetLife built the complex between 1944 and 1952 amid a
national housing crisis in a remarkable effort to provide
homes for returning veterans. For more than 6,000 tenants at
Parkmerced, which is spread over 115 acres on the south side
of San Francisco, life will go on as usual. But the default was
bad news for the giant California public employees pension
fund, Calpers, which invested in Parkmerced and Stuyvesant
Town and Riverton in New York—all large complexes built
by MetLife in the 1940s.” —Charles V. Bagli, “Owners bet
on raising the rent, and lost,” The New York Times,
May 29, 2010.
(continued on next page)
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BENICIA: Living with (and off of) Valero. “Like dozens
of Bay Area communities, Benicia has adopted its own greenhouse-gas reduction goals to try to roll back local emissions
over the next decade. The city’s new Community Sustainability Commission is busy evaluating dozens of possible
strategies contained in the ‘Benicia Climate Action Plan.’
They range from increasing wind energy generation to
creating a citywide composting program. Unlike most
financially strapped local cities, Benicia actually has money
to spend on such efforts. A 2008 settlement agreement with
Valero Energy Corporation provides $14 million to fund water
conservation and climate action projects over the next five
years. Some $600,000 is designated for implementation of the
city’s climate action plan. Yet in 2008, Valero’s refinery and
asphalt plant emitted 2.8 million metric tons of carbon
dioxide, making it the seventh largest such polluter in the
state. And Valero has donated $500,000 to a group working to
eviscerate California’s 2006 landmark global warming law, AB
32, via an initiative on the November ballot that would freeze
AB 32 until state unemployment holds steady at 5.5 percent
or lower for at least a year.” —Katharine Mieszkowski,
“Meet the Bay Area’s worst global warmers,” The Bay
Citizen, May 28, 2010.
PLEASANTON: Not on our hillsides! “The fate of the
city’s bucolic southeast hillsides was decided June 8th when
54 percent of the voters rejected Measure D and the 51-unit
luxury housing development known as Oak Grove on the
city’s southeast side. Measure D would have allowed the
landowners to build homes ranging from 7,000 to 12,000
square feet on 67 of the site’s 562 acres. The remaining 495
acres would be gifted to the city as open space. Controversy
over the current project began in November 2007 when the
City Council voted 4-1 to approve the plan. A former council
member and a group of residents responded with a referendum
opposing the project. The landowners attempted to block the
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referendum with a lawsuit that sparked a two-year court battle
that reached the state Supreme Court.” The landowners lost.
—Robert Jordan, “Long fight over Pleasanton hills ends as
Measure D fails,” Contra Costa Times, June 9, 2010.
BRENTWOOD: Urban limit line won’t be breached.
“A measure that would have allowed developers to break
a Contra Costa County urban growth boundary, which
opponents said clashed with new state laws to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, has failed. Voters in the eastern Contra
Costa city of Brentwood rejected Measure F on June 8th, with
57 percent opposing the developer-backed plan to add 740
acres and 1,300 homes beyond a limit line set by county
voters in 2000 and reaffirmed in 2006.” —Robert Selna,
“Brentwood voters reject Measure F,” San Francisco
Chronicle, June 10, 2010.
More: “Measure F opponents conducted an effective
campaign on Facebook, and their argument resonated with
voters. The opponents say they prevailed because the mere
possibility of so much construction was a vast departure from
the 579 homes the city’s current general plan calls for in that
area and, unlike that document, the development agreement
attached to the initiative wouldn't have allowed the public to
alter that vision. In another development, the Contra Costa
Mayors’ Conference said it would investigate whether its two
appointees to a regulatory agency that oversees city and other
district boundaries exceeded their authority when they signed
a letter used to promote Measure F. Concord Councilwoman
Helen Allen and Martinez Mayor Rob Schroder, appointees
to the Local Agency Formation Commission, or LAFCO,
in early May signed a letter that indicated the panel could
shift land identified in Measure F from Brentwood’s
planning area to Antioch’s if voters reject the expansion.”
—Rowena Coetsee, “Brentwood urban limit line proponents
attribute defeat to confusion, apathy,” Contra Costa Times,
June 10, 2010. ■
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Monterey Branch Line Light Rail Project Presentation.
12:00 PM. EMC Planning Group, 301 Lighthouse Avenue,
Suite C, Monterey. The APA, AEP, and TAMC will host a
no-cost brown bag lunch presentation on the Monterey Branch
Line of the light rail project. For more information, contact
Christine Bradley at (831) 649-1799 ext. 205 or
bradley@emcplanning.com

7/29

Monterey Bay APA and AEP Happy Hour. 5:30 PM,
Cannery Row Brewing Company, Cannery Row, Monterey.
APA and AEP will be offering a selection of “Homemade Grub”
appetizers from the Brewing Company’s menu. Free event. The
Cannery Row Brewing Company also offers 70 beers on tap to
enjoy (no-host). For more information, contact Meryka Blumer
at (408) 248-9641 or mblumer@davidjpowers.com

AUGUST

AUGUST
2
9
16
23
30

7/28

8/10

Redwood Coast Region’s Brown Bag Lunch Series.
Noon–1:00 PM, County Conference Room, 3015 H Street,
Eureka. Humboldt County’s General Plan Update. The County’s
long-range planners will bring us up to date and forcast the future.
For more information, contact Stephen Avis at (707) 725-1407 or
savis@ci.fortuna.ca.us

8/17

East Bay RAC Social Mixer. 5:30 PM. Bobby G’s Pizzeria,
2072 University Avenue, Berkeley. No-host bar/dinner. For more
information, contact Jane Wardani at (510) 260-7180 or
jane@ecocitybuilders.org

8/19

Redwood Coast RAC Social Mixer. 5:15 PM. Meet on the
steps of the Eureka Public Library, 1313 Third Street, Eureka.
Then walk with fellow planners to the Looking Glass House
Restaurant and Bar in Eureka, overlooking Humboldt Bay.
For more information, contact Stephen Avis at (707) 725-1407
or savis@ci.fortuna.ca.us
(continued on next page)
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SJSU New Student Orientation Social Event. 5:30–7:00 PM,
Billy Berk’s, 99 South First Street, San José. A mixer for current
students, alumni, and working professionals to meet the incoming
class and for the new students to network and learn more about
the planning profession, following the orientation for new
graduate planning students at San José State University. Free
event. The Urban Planning Coalition will provide an initial
round of appetizers. For more information or to RSVP, contact
Hilary Nixon at Hilary.Nixon@sjsu.edu or Justin Meek at
justin.meek@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

8/20

Fri

Sat

9/11

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

AICP Exam Prep Workshop. 10 AM–4 PM, San José State
University. To register, contact Don Bradley, at (650) 592-0915
or dr.donbradley@comcast.net

9/14

Redwood Coast Region’s Brown Bag Lunch Series.
Noon– 1:00 PM, RCAA, 904 G Street, Eureka. Humboldt
County Regional Trails Master Plan and the Humboldt Coastal
Trail Implementation Strategy. Speakers include Kevin Wright,
Emily Sinkhorn (NRS/RCAA) and Colette Metz (Planwest
Partners). For more information, contact Stephen Avis at
(707) 725-1407 or savis@ci.fortuna.ca.us

9/16

APA California – Northern, Regular Board Meeting.
6–9 PM, Sheppard Mullin, 4 Embarcadero Center, 17th Floor,
San Francisco. RSVP to Hanson Hom at
hhom@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us

9/16

Redwood Coast RAC Social Mixer. 5:15 PM. Meet under the
statue of President McKinley at Arcata Plaza, Arcata. Socialize
with fellow planners at Robert Goodman Wines Tasting Room in
Arcata preceded by a walking tour of public art and low-impact
development improvements. For more information, contact
Stephen Avis at (707) 725-1407 or savis@ci.fortuna.ca.us
(continued on next page)
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10/1

Presentation on Coastal Water Projects. 9:30AM–3:30 PM,
Monterey. Addressing the water needs of the Monterey Bay Area
is essential to plan for growth and development and resource
conservation. This is the 3rd in a series of three panels on water
issues in the Monterey Bay Area, and will address the topic of
Coastal Water Projects. The panel will be followed by a tour of
the Sand City DSAL facility. Series cost: $80, single event: $30.
Lunch will be provided. For information, contact Linda Meckel,
Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments
at (831) 883-3750 x304. To reserve, go to
http://ambag.org/amember/signup.php. CM | 6.0 Pending

10/2
10/23

AICP Exam Prep Workshop. 10 AM–4 PM, San José State
University. To register, contact Don Bradley at (650) 592-0915
or dr.donbradley@comcast.net ■
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